1974). Since we found a similar degree of lipolysis in both the inflammatory lesions, papules and pustules and in the non-inflammatory open comedones this suggests that factors other than fatty acids are needed for development of inflammation (Hagele et al. 1973 , Cotterill et al. 1971 .
The observation of preferential lipolysis may have some important ecological relevance. Micrococcacea? cleaved with ease triolein and oleic acid is a growth factor for C. acnes (Kabara et al. 1972 ). Likewise tricaproin is readily cleaved by Sarcina which are isolated more from control skin and capric acid inhibits the growth of C. acnes (Kabara et al. 1972 Introduction of cereals, chicken and egg yolk into her diet was later successfully accomplished. Although the child developed chicken-pox this had no adverse effect. Progress: As she increased in height and weight it was necessary to increase the dose of Diodoquin to nearly 6 g daily to keep the condition under control.
When routine fundoscopic examination revealed optic neuropathy she was admitted for investigation of her visual state. No corneal or retinal changes, but some pallor of both discs. Electroretinogram normal in both eyes except for f-wave. VA right 6/18, left 6/18. Vision in right eye subsequently improved to 6/9.
A fourth admission on 28.7.73 for total withdrawal of Diodoquin was successful and she was discharged on supplements of zinc only (zinc sulphate 35 mg daily).
She had remained well on zinc alone but the dosage was increased to 50 mg three times daily to deal with possible depletion througb gastrointestinal infection. This had occurred in two siblings previously well controlled on zinc alone, but who relapsed during a severe attack of diarrhoea of infective origin. (meeting to be continued)
